Salvage chemotherapy for breast cancer patients treated with adjuvant adriamycin-containing regimen.
Purpose of this study was to evaluate the efficacy of salvage chemotherapy given to women with breast cancer in relapse who had in the past received adjuvant treatment including adriamycin. Fourty-nine evaluable patients had an adjuvant chemotherapy with CMFAV in 6 or 12 cycles. On relapse these patients received either adriamycin 40 mg/m2, mitomycin 8 mg/m2 and vinblastine 6 mg/m2 (group A) or dibromodulcitol 500 mg, mitomycin 8 mg/m2 and vinblastine 6 mg/m2 (group B). In Group A, 22 patients with a mean age of 49.2 years relapsed 14 months on average after the end of adjuvant treatment. In 11 of them the main site of relapse was visceral. In group B, 27 patients with a mean age 49.5 years relapsed 6.5 months on average after the end of adjuvant treatment. In 15 of them the main site of relapse was visceral. According to the disease-free interval (DFI), in group A with DFI less than 12 months 3 patients (23%) responded partially whereas in patients with DFI longer than 12 months 4 patients (44.4%) had a partial response. In group B with DFI less than 12 months 4 patients (21%) responded partially, whereas 2 (25%) responded with DFI longer than 12 months. We conclude that salvage chemotherapy in this group of patients with an adriamycin-containing regimen is superior to a non-adriamycin regimen only if the DFI is longer than 12 months.